
Volunteers Make Us Come Alive!

Here at MCC Toronto, we own one of the world’s largest pride flags. At one time, in fact, it
was said to be the world’s largest pride flag. 

You’ve likely seen it stretching down Yonge Street during Toronto’s Pride parade in June.
You’ve probably noticed it in lots of photos – it’s very photogenic. You may have seen it on
the news, in overhead footage. You might have seen it stretched out along the hillside at
Riverdale Park. You may have recognized it in the background of someone’s photo – people
love to stand under it and snap selfies. You might even have spotted our enormous flag in a
clip IRC Canada plays for soon-to-be citizens. 

Our great big rainbow flag is kind of a big deal, y’all. 

Whenever our flag makes an appearance, pay attention to all the hands holding onto it.
Without dozens of folks to unfurl and carry it, the flag would just be a huge, lifeless bundle of
rainbow fabric stashed in a plastic bin. 

Our famous flag is a lot like MCC Toronto itself. 

Without the help of volunteers, there wouldn’t be much life in our church. Without all the
wonderful folks who dedicate their time and talents to the life-changing, life-saving work of our
church, almost nothing could happen. 

Without volunteers, there would be no community meals. No triangle lunch program. No
board leadership. No choir. No coffee and cookies after worship. No sanctuary decorations at
Christmas, Easter, and other special seasons. No slides with words to hymns and prayers on
the screen. No lay ministers to reach out to those in need. No refugee sponsorship. No info
desk or digital ushers to help us connect. And no giant pride flag for the parade. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MCCTorontoTV/live


I could go on and on. 

It’s National Volunteer Week, and we the staff of MCC Toronto want to express our deepest
gratitude for all who give their time to make our church the vibrant, inclusive, and progressive
community it is. 

Without all the wonderful folks who dedicate their time and talents to the life-changing, life-
saving work of our church, almost nothing could happen. Our church would be something like
a giant bundle of lifeless rainbow fabric stashed in a plastic bin. 

But with the work of many hands, MCC Toronto comes alive! 

- Rev. Junia Joplin,
Associate Pastor, Programs & Congregational Care

As MCC Toronto celebrates its 50th Anniversary in 2023, we are launching a weekly column
looking back at the year 1973 to identify the news, happenings and trends that defined the
year of MCC Toronto’s founding. This week, we look at notable world events.

The founding of MCC Toronto was not the only major event in 1973! From significant court
decisions to medical and political controversies, cultural landmarks, and major conflicts…the
year had it all. Sound familiar?

Roe vs. Wade: US Supreme Court legalizes most abortions
In 1973, the American Psychiatric Association (APA) asked all members attending its
convention to vote on whether they believed homosexuality to be a mental disorder.
5,854 psychiatrists voted to remove homosexuality from the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), and 3,810 to retain it.
Watergate hearings began as President Nixon declared “I am not a crook!”.
The World Trade Centre in New York became the tallest building in the world.
The Sydney Opera House opens and instantly becomes one of the most iconic
buildings in the world.
The United States ends its involvement in the Vietnam War after the signing of the
Paris Peace Accords.
IRA bombing in Manchester City Centre.
Yom Kippur War between Israel and a coalition of Arab nations.
Secretariat becomes the first horse since Citation in 1948 to win the Triple Crown.
Battle of the Sexes: Billy Jean King defeated Bobby Riggs in exhibition tennis match  
Royal Wedding: Princess Anne married Captain Mark Phillips

What other world events do you remember from 1973? Let us know!

Jennifer Alexander & Lori Boyce 

Men’s Retreat 2023 | Registration Now Open    

mailto:Communications@mcctoronto.com


MCC Toronto Men’s Retreat Co-Chairs Fabian Walsh and Kevin Willcock are delighted to
share details of this year’s MCC Toronto’s 2023 Men's Retreat. Taking place May 26 – 28  at
Jericho House in beautiful Niagara Region, the Men’s Retreat is an annual pilgrimage that
provides an opportunity for individual and group reflection in a safe and respectful space, all
the while celebrating spirituality and togetherness. This year’s theme is Made in the Image of
the Creator. The Retreat is open to all those who self-identify as male.

The all-in registration price is $260 which includes accommodation, food and participation
costs. Scholarships are available for participants who may need financial assistance. Please
reach out here to request a Scholarship Fund Application form.

Volunteers will staff a table in the McCain Family Social Hall following services on April 30,
May 7, 14 & 21 to answer your questions, or to take in-person registrations. Or folks can
register today by clicking on the link below. 

REGISTER NOW

To make the Retreat available and accessible to folks who might not otherwise be able to
afford the full registration fee, please consider making a charitable tax receiptable gift below.

MAKE A SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATION

Musical Guest

https://www.mcctoronto.com/mens-retreat-2023/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/mens-retreat-2023/
mailto:mcct.men.retreat@gmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/220805719620049
https://form.jotform.com/231087010067244


Alana Bridgewater is our Offertory Performer this Sunday!

Alana is a singer/songwriter who discovered her love of performing at a very early age. Alana
is best known for her performance as Killer Queen in the Mirvish production of We Will Rock
You. She was also featured in Hannibal (NBC) as Denise, the feisty orderly.

Her most recent credits include Spoon River (Soulpepper); Shrek: The Musical (The Grand
Theatre, London); Hairspray (Charlottetown Festival); Smokey Joe's Café (StageWest
Mississauga and Calgary); In a Jam (CBC Television); Women's Blues Revue, Toronto; CBC
Gospel Christmas Special (CBC Television / National Arts Centre); Menopause Out
Loud (Toronto).

She has sung backup vocals for Carvin Winans and Johnny Reid and The Arkells, was a
featured performer on the MCC Toronto choir’s CD “Connected: Songs for the Heart,” and
has recorded two solo albums, “A Beautiful Christmas” and “Horizon."

April 23 | 11 AM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Young Adults Meet & Greet | Wednesday, Apr 26 | 7 PM

MCC Toronto Young Adults will host a meet and greet event at the Glad Day Bookstore (499
Church St. Toronto) on Wednesday, April 26th, from 7 to 9 PM. Come on out to the Village,
grab coffee or drink, and connect with other folks in your church family.
 
While this meet and greet is being hosted by MCC Toronto’s Young Adults program,
grownups of all ages are welcome!

https://youtube.com/live/_YVzpfIuZm0


Children’s Church | Returns May 14

Bi-weekly Children’s Church returns Sunday, May 14, for kids from kindergarten to grade
five. No registration is required, but please click here to tell us about your child/children
should you be interested in having them take part!

Volunteer with MCC Toronto’s Congregational Care Ministry

This spring, MCC Toronto is looking to grow our team of congregational care ministers. We’re
currently seeking 2 or 3 volunteers to serve as lay ministers in the congregational care
program. Lay minister responsibilities include providing basic pastoral care to folks who
submit care requests at mcctoronto.com/care as well as occasionally leading the prayers of
the people during worship. If you think you may be suited for the work of congregational care,
or would like to learn more about the role, please contact Rev. Junia Joplin at
jjoplin@mcctoronto.com. An information session will be hosted on Sunday, May 7 after
Service in the Rainbow Room. 

Volunteers have always been at the heart of MCC Toronto. We would not be the strong,
inclusive and welcoming community we are, without the support and dedication of volunteers
who help support our Worship Services and our other public programs.

To sign up for volunteer opportunities, please click the link below.

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER HERE

It is always a pleasure to acknowledge and celebrate members and congregants enrolled in
our weekly and monthly giving program! The on-going support of our 300+ sustaining donors
is so critical to the work MCC Toronto does everyday, and we are extremely grateful for your
gifts. However, like a lot of churches, MCC Toronto has seen our weekly and monthly
contributions decline over the past two years. Today, we invite you to consider joining our
family of weekly or monthly donors. Whether your gift is $5 a week, or $25 a month, every bit
helps support our operations. You can sign up on our website or contact

https://form.jotform.com/222364001531036
mailto:jjoplin@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/volunteer/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/donate/


giving@mcctoronto.com for more information.

Taking care of ourselves or others is always important. Just hop on the link below and fill out
the form to let one of our pastors know about your needs.

Want to learn more about our Congregational Care program? Watch this video by Rev.
Junia Joplin!

REQUEST CONGREGATIONAL CARE HERE

This Week at a Glance
April 23 - 29

Sunday:
11 AM - Online and In-Person Holy Humour Sunday
Service 

Tuesday:
7 PM - Bible Study

Wednesday:
8:30 PM - Young Adults Meet & Greet

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)
3 PM - Digital Fellowship Hall

Bible Study
Tuesday| 7:00 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 897 1945 8479

Password: 559690

Digital Fellowship Hall
Thursday| 3:00 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 889 7843 8853

Password: 560461

mailto:giving@mcctoronto.com
https://fb.watch/aw660duVxe/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/schedule/bible-study/
mailto:everwonder@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/schedule/digital-fellowship-hall/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/schedule/bible-study/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89719458479?pwd=UnlqNVRMUFJnMHdKSjdrcXdEeGEvdz09
https://www.mcctoronto.com/schedule/digital-fellowship-hall/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88978438853?pwd=VjRZK2FscHUxWVA2cUxrUjQxR0UwUT09


Sunday Service Worship
Online | 11 AM | In-person | MCC Toronto YouTube

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at communications@mcctoronto.com

         

mailto:comunications@mcctoronto.com
https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://twitter.com/mcctoronto?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/mcctoronto/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-toronto/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg

