
It was only four years ago that Axel Wilson, a young trans man, was a student in the Triangle
Program, the LGBTQ+ High School that is housed at MCC Toronto in a unique partnership
with the Toronto District School Board. Like so many LGBTQ+ youth, Axel was bullied in the
traditional high school environment, developed deep social anxiety, and was ready to give up
on his education. But as part of the Triangle Program, Axel felt the love and acceptance he
needed to be his authentic self, and the courage to pursue his dreams.
 
Today, Axel and his mom Monica Kelly are part of a volunteer team of "angels" (SEE
BELOW) who have come together to help restore the Triangle Lunch Program which like so
many other things was shuttered when the pandemic hit. Both Axel and his mom are chefs in
their own right, and both jumped at the opportunity to give back to the students of the Triangle
Program by serving as lunch crew volunteers who prepare and serve hot delicious meals to
the current group of 24 students. The Triangle Lunch Program was restored as a one-day a
week opportunity in late September and recently has been expanded to two days a week. 
 
Axel's involvement as a Triangle Lunch Program volunteer is particularly meaningful to him.
He knows from his own experience that many of the students he attended school with still
faced barriers outside of the classroom including food insecurity. The Triangle Lunch Program
was a critical life-line to many of them then - and he is fiercely proud to be able to give back
to them today.
 
With year-end approaching, we invite you to consider the many ways MCC Toronto - with the
help of amazing volunteers like Axel and Monica - is working to restore important programs
like the Triangle Lunch Program.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR YEAR-END APPEAL

OR MAKE A GIFT TODAY

https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/


Our October Angels of the Month are Keith Batista, Laur Bereznai, Monica Kelly, Tracy
Moran, Axel Wilson, and Sean Yang who for the past six weeks have been preparing and
servicing meals as part of our restored Triangle Lunch Program.

Please join us in celebrating and thanking these wonderful angels for all their hard work in
support of the LGBTQ+ students of the Triangle Program.

On Death and Dying

The last of the leaves are falling from the trees, and the squirrels are fiercely preparing for
hibernation, and we are all buckling down for the winter ahead. At this time of year, it seems
like death is all around us, and that’s ok, because death is a part of life. However, we live in a
death denying society and folks often just don’t want to talk about it, which is why it is so
important that we, as a faith community talk openly and honestly about death and dying.
Religions around the world have death rituals, and funeral rites as a way of bringing the
mysteries of death to light. In the Christian tradition we hold funerals with a eulogy or offered
to the deceased, and a special prayer known as the commendation or committal with the
familiar words “earth to earth, ashes to ashes, and dust to dust”.
 
Over the last 19 months many have died of COVID-19 or other causes and due to the
pandemic, the funeral rites and rituals were not able to occur and so we at MCC Toronto want
to talk about death and the difficulties these last months have brought.
 
This Sunday, October 31 at the 9 AM and 11 AM services we begin a new Sermon Series
called “This ____ Matters”. I’m sure you can fill in the blank with any number of words, but
this Sunday we will be talk about how “This LIFE Matters and This DEATH Matters”. This
Sunday is both Halloween, and All Saints Day. At the 9 AM and 11 AM service we will be
taking the occasion to examine life and death and even laugh at it. You are welcome to wear
a Halloween costume if you wish, a reminder to pre-register if you wish to attend in person at
www.mcctoronto.com. 

Then at 1 PM we will be holding a special Celebration of Life Service in-person and
livestreamed online for all those who have died in the last calendar year and we will light a
candle in their memory. We will also be providing the opportunity to offer a eulogy and
commendation for anyone who has died in the last 19 months and due to the pandemic,
friends and family weren’t able to have a funeral.

There is no pre-registration for the 1 PM Celebration of Life Service; guests will be registered
upon arrival.
 
Reminders: if there is someone in your circle of family and friends who has died in the last
year and you would like to have their name read aloud and a candle lit in their honour please
e-mail office@mcctoronto.com with the name of the deceased by Today at Noon. And if
there is someone in your circle of family and friends who died over the last 19 months and the
death rituals of a funeral was not able to occur due to the pandemic, you are welcome to
submit a 3-5 minute eulogy of 750 words of less that you, or one of our staff can read as part
of our Celebration of Life Service. Please email office@mcctoronto.com with your eulogy
by Today at Noon.

Rev. Jeff Rock,
Senior Pastor

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Sunday Service Musical Guest

http://www.mcctoronto.com/
mailto:office@mcctoronto.com
mailto:office@mcctoronto.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg


Cailin Stadnyk is our Offertory Performer this Sunday!

Cailin is a singer, actor, dancer and motion capture performer who is currently with the
company of hit musical Come From Away. Since her professional career began over 20 years
ago, she has become a respected and sought-after leading lady in the musical theatre world.

 She has starred in productions for many of Canada’s top theatre companies, garnering
multiple Ovation Award and Jessie Award nominations. She won an Ovation Award for her
portrayal of Fanny Brice in the hit musical Funny Girl (Arts Club Theatre).

When not performing, Cailin can usually be found in the woods with her partner, Michael, and
their dog, Rigby! Visit www.cailinstadnyk.com for more info.

October 31 | 11 AM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Celebration of Life Service Musical Guest

Mary Kelly will make a special musical performance during the Celebration of Life Service!

Nova Scotia native, Mary is always delighted to sing at MCC Toronto. Her repertoire
encompasses jazz, folk and musical theatre. She has been a featured soloist for Symphony
Nova Scotia and performed at Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes’s final Christmas Eve service in
December 2017.

Television credits include The Handmaid’s Tale, Schitt’s Creek, Saving Hope, and Orphan
Black.

On stage, she has appeared in My Fair Lady, Anne of Green Gables, Man of La Mancha,
Chicago, and Sincerely, a Friend, based on the music of Leonard Cohen—to name just a few!

Her website is mkdivamusic.com.

October 31 | 1 PM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

http://www.cailinstadnyk.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg


MCC Toronto will be offering an Online Membership Class on Thursday, November 4 from
7- 9 PM with new members being received during worship on Sunday, November 14.
 
In order to participate you must be:
1.     a regular worship attendee (online counts!)
2.     a financial contributor
3.     intend to volunteer when in-person services resume
4.     be a permanent resident of Canada
5.     ready to make a long-term commitment to MCC Toronto
 
At the end of the Membership Class participants will discern if membership is for them. To
register please email office@mcctoronto.com.
 
Membership Classes are offered several times a year. Only official Members can serve on the
Board of Directors, vote at the Annual Congregational Business Meeting, and elect a new
Senior Pastor; non-Members are welcome to participate in and access all of MCC Toronto’s
programs.

One of the reasons people connect with faith communities like ours is to ask big questions.
Questions like what is life all about? 

Some folks say life should be filled with happiness. Others say life should be full of prosperity
or peace or even fun. Whatever else we find to fill our lives, a good life is filled with meaning. 

How do we fill our lives with meaning? How might being engaged in a faith community like
MCC Toronto help us to find meaning? 

If you’d like to reflect on these questions, join our clergy team for the new 6-part study group
on Our Quest for Meaning. 

Tuesday nights from October 12 to November 16 at 7 PM. 

JOIN THIS MEETING

Meeting ID: 812 8872 0230
Passcode: 783528 

mailto:office@mcctoronto.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81288720230?pwd=aEo4ZHdPbXRuUmdMVGZMT3JjckZUdz09


Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

SUBMIT FORM HERE

On-line and In-person Programming
October 31 - November 01

Sunday:
9 AM - Onsite Sunday Service
11 AM - Onsite & Online Sunday Service
1 PM - Onsite & Online Celebration of Life Service
7 PM - Inspiration Service Check-in 

Tuesday:
7 PM - Our Quest for Meaning

Wednesday:
Noon - Mid-Week Service 

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)
7 PM - Online Membership Class

Wednesday Mid-Week Worship
Wednesday | Noon | Facebook Live

Sunday Inspiration Service Check-In
Sunday | 7 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 823 5860 4082

Password: 464558

https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/
https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82358604082?pwd=ZDNuU3Z5NUVFZGo5MXFnb2l3d0VSdz09


Sunday Service Worship
Online | 11 AM | MCC Toronto YouTube

Mid-Week Wednesday Worship |12 PM | Facebook Live

Share Us Digitally!

If you know of anyone who might be interested in anything we're doing at MCC Toronto
please invite them to join us digitally via the button below.

SHARE THE QUERY HERE

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at
communications@mcctoronto.com
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