
Hark! A Christmas Concert with The Choir of MCC Toronto
& Special Guests

Hark the Herald Angels sing! MCC Toronto is thrilled to invite you to join us for the first in-
person concert with The Choir of MCC Toronto in two years – and just in time for Christmas!
 
Hark! A Christmas Concert with The Choir of MCC Toronto & Special Guests will be
hosted at our home at 115 Simpson Avenue on December 4, with both 3 and 7 PM
performances. Along with the always stellar Choir of MCC Toronto, we are thrilled to welcome
some of our favourite musical guests including Mark Cassius, Lauren Margison, Shannon
McCracken, Julie Michels, Jackie Richardson, and Cantor David Rosen, all under the music
direction of Jason Jestadt.
 
MCC Toronto is honoured to have received a gift from The Estate of Lee Hill. These
performances are dedicated to his memory.
 
Tickets are limited to 200 per performance – so you know they are going to go quickly!

READ MORE AND PURCHASE TICKETS

Reminder: Attending In-Person Worship Services

As announced earlier this week, pre-registration is no longer required to attend our in-person
services. Instead, those over the age of 12 will be asked to show a Vaccine Passport QR
code OR proof of vaccination and complete an easy contact tracing form when they arrive.

https://www.mcctoronto.com/hark/


LEARN MORE ABOUT ATTENDING OUR IN-PERSON SERVICES

OR WATCH LIVESTREAM

It's that time of year again! Time for our clocks to fall back an hour and sleeping an extra
hour. The time change will happen at 2 AM on Sunday, November 7!

Not all battles are fought on the battlefield -
Remembrance Day is Nov 11

At just 21 years old, Patti Gray was on a promising career track at the Royal Canadian Air
Force. Patti was so darn good at her job that after only serving a year and half she was up for
accelerated promotion to a corporal, which usually takes about four years to rank up to. Not
only that, through basic training she developed strong friendships with many wonderful
women, some of whom she’s still in touch with, today. So, Patti was happy, serving her
country and making life-long friendships and connections. But then things took a very dark
turn. After all, it was 1981 and Patti is lesbian.
 
When a new base-commander took over Patti’s base, he went on a mission to “clean house”
and get rid of the “undesirables,” mainly anyone in the LGBT community. After witnessing
several of her friends being called for interrogations, Patti finally got called in too. Her
interrogator asked highly sexualized and invasive questions, a very common tactic to break
people, but to their surprise Patti didn’t put up a fight. “I admitted it right away. I said yes I am
a lesbian, and I don’t know what the problem is with that.” She thought about her decision
after, but she didn’t want to spend the rest of her life looking over her shoulder; possibly
developing serious paranoia under immense fear and stress.
 
In the end, two weeks before receiving her Corporal Hook for being an outstanding soldier,
Patti was unfairly dismissed from the Royal Canadian Air Force in an action now known as
the LGBT Purge. “I was angry. Helpless. I knew what they were doing was so unjust, and
there was nothing I could do about it.” 
 
It took some doing but even though the pain never dissipated, Patti moved on. She created
another very successful career path for herself, and never talked about her dismissal with
anyone, not even her family or her partner, Cathy. It was just too painful to revisit and
remember. However, that changed decades later, when another veteran called her to invite

https://www.mcctoronto.com/important-information/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://lgbtpurgefund.com/about/#the-purge


Patti to join the class action lawsuit against the Armed Forces. So, as painful as it was to
remember, Patti joined hundreds of other veterans because she knew her voice was
important. She may have been dismissed form the Air Force, but Patti didn’t stop defending
the rights of all Canadians, especially those in the LGBTQ+ community serving in the
Canadian military. Now, she is a director on the board of the Rainbow Veterans of Canada, as
well as a member of an Advisory Council for the Canadian Museum of Human Rights
(CMHR) for an exhibition on The Purge. 

“Remembrance Day to me has always been about remembering
those who fought in great wars. Not all battles are fought on the
battlefield, some are fought at home: when you fight for justice,
when you fight against what you know is wrong and there are
several of us who fought this. I think of those of us who have
fought for basic human rights and dignity. I remember all of
us.”  

We feel so fortunate to have Patti as a member of MCC Toronto. So, this Remembrance Day
(November 11) let’s remember Patti’s courage and vow to protect all Canadians ‘right to
serve; let’s remember people who sacrificed their lives to defend our happiness; and let us
remember those who fought for our lives, human rights, dignity and freedom to be ourselves. 

MCC Toronto has long been committed to providing an accessible experience to people with
disabilities. In 2010 we were grateful to secure funding that enabled us to install an elevator,
access ramps as well as wheelchair accessible doors. However, we know that disabilities
takes many forms including deafness, hearing loss, developmental, learning, and mental
health disabilities, and anyone who relies on a service animal, wheel-chair, or other assistive
devices. We also know that currently 1 in 7 Ontarians have either a visible or invisible
disability and that by 2035 that number will be 1 in 5. To be a fully accessible faith community
that is open and welcoming to all, we at MCC Toronto have much more work to do.  
 
As part of our effort to renew our programs and supports for the future, MCC Toronto is
currently in the process of forming a new Accessibility Committee to help us develop a fully
realized and broad-based Accessibility Plan to identify and address issues that serve as
barriers to full participation. This volunteer Committee, supported by a senior staff member,
will be charged with developing a Committee Terms of Reference and helping to form a
feedback mechanism that enables us to better respond to the accessibility needs of our faith
community. We want to build relationships with people with disabilities. We want them to tell
us how we can help – and to be our best in responding to their needs.
 
With year-end approaching, we invite you to consider the many ways MCC Toronto is working
to renew its commitment to being a place where everyone matters and everyone belongs.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR YEAR-END APPEAL

OR MAKE A GIFT TODAY

Sunday Service Musical Guest

https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/


Alana Bridgewater is our Offertory Performer this week!

Toronto's Alana is a singer/songwriter who discovered her love of performing at a very
early age. Alana is best known for her performance as Killer Queen in the Mirvish
production of We Will Rock You. She was also featured in Hannibal (NBC) as Denise,
the feisty orderly. Her most recent credits include Spoon River (Soulpepper); Shrek:
The Musical (The Grand Theatre, London); Hairspray (Charlottetown Festival); Smokey
Joe's Café (StageWest Mississauga and Calgary); In a Jam (CBC Television);
Women's Blues Revue, Toronto; CBC Gospel Christmas Special (CBC Television /
National Arts Centre); Menopause Out Loud (Toronto). She has sung backup vocals for
Carvin Winans and Johnny Reid and The Arkells, was a featured performer on the
MCC Toronto choir’s CD “Connected: Songs for the Heart,” and has recorded two solo
albums, “A Beautiful Christmas” and “Horizon.”

November 7 | 11 AM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Looking for a few Good Elves!

Santa & Mrs. Claus are looking for a few good volunteer elves to help deliver Santa Claus
Fund Boxes!
 
A long-standing Christmas tradition made possible by great volunteers, MCC Toronto is once
again proud to be part of the Toronto Star’s Santa Fund by serving as a conduit for the

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg


delivery of presents to underprivileged children across the GTA to ensure no child is without a
gift at Christmas.
 
Volunteer Elf “Need to Knows”:

Presents for delivery will be available for pick-up at MCC Toronto on Saturday,
November 27, from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM only; volunteers will have a week to deliver the
presents in the Thorncliffe Park community (by December 5).
Volunteer elves need to have a vehicle and be double-vaccinated. 

 
If you haven’t volunteered for this program before, and are interested in helping this year,
please send an email to MCCTelves2021@gmail.com by Sunday, November 7 at 8 PM
with the following information: your name, email address, cell number, the type of vehicle you
will be using (car/SUV/ van), and the time on November 27 that you would prefer to pick-up
the presents at MCC Toronto. If you have volunteered before, please note that you will be
contacted directly beginning this coming Monday.
 
Please note that volunteer elf interest may end up exceeding the number of available elf
routes, in which case you would be put on an ordered wait list. DO NOT DISMAY IF YOU
ARE ON THE WAIT LIST! You may be contacted to help out this year, and/or your particulars
with go on a mailing list to be informed of opportunities next year.
 
Many thanks – and a big shout out - to Cathy & Graham White (aka. Santa & Mrs. Claus!) for
leading up the effort this year!
 
Questions? Contact MCCTelves2021@gmail.com

MCC Toronto's LGBTQ+ Refugee Program will be hosting 3 online information sessions
aimed at providing an overview of the Private Sponsorship of Refugee Program (PSR) in
Canada. These sessions will be facilitated by The Refugee Sponsorship Training Program
(RSTP) on the following dates:
 

Nov 10, 2021 | 2 PM
RSTP Training: Overview of the Private Sponsorship of Refugees

 Nov 17, 2021 | 3 PM
RSTP Training: Arrival and Post Arrival Support
 

Nov 24, 2021 | 3 PM
RSTP Training: End of Sponsorship Period and Month 13
 
The sessions are for persons with pervious experience of sponsoring a LGBTQ+ refugees as
well as those who may be new to the process and are interested in learning more!

REGISTER HERE

One of the reasons people connect with faith communities like ours is to ask big questions.
Questions like what is life all about? 

mailto:MCCTelves2021@gmail.com
mailto:MCCTelves2021@gmail.com
https://forms.office.com/r/vqUYXqVtyP


Some folks say life should be filled with happiness. Others say life should be full of prosperity
or peace or even fun. Whatever else we find to fill our lives, a good life is filled with meaning. 

How do we fill our lives with meaning? How might being engaged in a faith community like
MCC Toronto help us to find meaning? 

If you’d like to reflect on these questions, join our clergy team for the new 6-part study group
on Our Quest for Meaning. 

Every Tuesday at 7 PM until November 16. 

JOIN THIS MEETING

Meeting ID: 812 8872 0230
Passcode: 783528 

Attention, MCC Toronto Women: Revs June and Deana are going to host another Zoom
Happy Hour on November 10 at 7 PM!

Tune in and let’s check in with each other and talk about the possibility of having an in-person
Women’s Christmas Event! 

JOIN THIS MEETING

Meeting ID: 842 7439 0225
Passcode: 895686

Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

SUBMIT FORM HERE

On-line and In-person Programming
November 7 - 13

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81288720230?pwd=aEo4ZHdPbXRuUmdMVGZMT3JjckZUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274390225?pwd=MlFEQW9KTmtZUUxqWEY5MlRMQk0zQT09
https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/


Sunday:
9 AM - Onsite Sunday Service
11 AM - Onsite & Online Sunday Service
1 PM - Digital Coffee Hour

Tuesday:
7 PM - Our Quest for Meaning

Wednesday:
7 PM - Women's Virtual Happy Hour

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)

Sunday Digital Coffee Hour
Sunday | 1:00 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 828 3849 6709

Password: 797837

Sunday Service Worship
11 AM | In-Person

Online | 11 AM | MCC Toronto YouTube

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84458664477?pwd=MlU1OVdBZmVsS3lTMi8vTGhiRDNMdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82838496709?pwd=SWp6K0VxY080Tk5TakwxNVpOWDhPUT09
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCCTorontoTV/live


Share Us Digitally!

If you know of anyone who might be interested in anything we're doing at MCC Toronto
please invite them to join us digitally via the button below.

SHARE THE QUERY HERE

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at
communications@mcctoronto.com
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