
Transgender Day of Remembrance

Saturday, November 20, marks Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDoR)– a day
set aside in memory of trans people who have been killed due to transphobia or anti-
transgender hatred and prejudice. TDoR began as a response to a brutal act of violence. On
November 28, 1998, trans woman Rita Hester was stabbed to death in her Massachusetts
apartment. The following November, a vigil held in Rita’s memory became the spark that
ignited a global movement. 

At MCC Toronto we recognize that instances of deadly violence against trans people are
infrequent in Canada. Although cases are often underreported, the Trans Murder Monitoring
Project has identified nine victims in Canada since 2009. 

Meanwhile, reports of transphobic violence are widespread in many parts of the world,
including the United States, Mexico, Central America and South America. 

But Canada isn’t free from transphobia. The same prejudices that create deadly conditions in
other countries are present here in other forms. For instance, Egale Canada reports that 78%
of trans students have felt unsafe at school, and 37% of trans students have been physically
harassed or assaulted because of their gender expression.” The Trans PULSE Project
reports that 20% of trans Ontarians have been the targets of physical or sexual assaults
because they are trans, and another 34% have experienced verbal harassment or threats.
And many in the trans community are worried about recent expressions of transphobia in
Canadian media. 

At MCC Toronto we take seriously our scriptural calling to “weep with those who weep
(Romans 12:15). We grieve with our trans siblings as they remember beloved members of
their community, especially this week. To honour TDoR with us this Sunday, join us in-person
or online:

READ MORE ABOUT JOING US IN-PERSON

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

And alongside our grief, we are determined to help make the world a safer space for trans
people – whether it’s by hosting the Triangle Program, where trans high school students can
learn in an affirming environment, or by welcoming trans and nonbinary refugees from
countries where they may face greater danger because of their gender identities. 
We’ll be recognizing TDoR at our Sunday Worship Service, but if you’d like to attend a local
TDoR memorial service, we encourage you to register for "A Circle for Healing and

https://www.instagram.com/p/CWAPL1XL9oV/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://egale.ca/egale-in-action/trans-day-of-remembrance-3/
https://xtramagazine.com/power/transphobia-atwood-cbc-star-211187
https://www.mcctoronto.com/important-information/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg


Regenerating" an event hosted by our friends at The 519. Click on the link below to register:

A CIRCLE OF HEALING AND REGENERATING

Dave Kerr, the Director of MCC Toronto’s LGBTQ+ Refugee Programs, finds inspiration every
day in the work he does in support of LGBTQ+ refugees. 

As Director since May, Dave has worked hard to help program participants feel at home,
integrate, and navigate through the myriad of legal applications and processes. He is looking
forward to restoring in-person program supports in the New Year.

Watch a short video of Dave talking about some of the wonderful work he has been doing. 

We’re so grateful to have Dave on board with us at MCC Toronto. As the end of the year fast
approaches, we invite you to think of ways that MCC Toronto has helped restore hope in our
community and in YOU.

With the Respond Restore Renew Campaign now at the midway point between when we
launched (October 15) and year-end (December 31) we have so far raised 35% towards our
$125,000 goal. Many thanks to the donors who have already stepped up with a year-end
appeal donation! If you haven't made a gift, please consider making yours today.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR YEAR-END APPEAL

OR MAKE A GIFT TODAY

Sunday Service Musical Guest

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-519-trans-day-of-remembrance-tdor-2021-registration-201682707407
https://youtu.be/VhjyHnyp9QI
https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/


Kelly Holiff is our Offertory Performer this Sunday!

Kelly is a theatre, cabaret and concert performer based in Toronto. Some of Kelly's favourite
moments as a performer include touring with Colm Wilkinson as his special guest; opening
for President Bush and President Clinton; and being a voice for The Heart and Stroke
Foundation.

Selected theatre credits include Noises Off (Mayfield Theatre), Captain Hook in Peter Pan
(Neptune Theatre), Knishes and Grits (Harold Green), Priscilla (Drayton), Aldonza in Man Of
La Mancha (Drayton), Uncovered (Musical Stage Company), Ursula in The Little
Mermaid (Drayton), Taking the A Train (Soulpepper), Anne of Green
Gables (Charlottetown), The Sound of Music (Aquarius), and Hairspray (Capitol). 

Kelly loves singing with the wonderful folks at MCC Toronto and is always grateful to be
asked back with open arms.

November 21 | 11 AM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Hark! Purchase Tickets

Hark we said! And you responded!

Since announcing Hark! A Christmas Concert with The Choir of MCC Toronto & Special
Guests last Friday, tickets for the 3 & 7 PM performances have been selling like hotcakes!
Both performances are now over 65% sold!

Just a reminder that seating at each performance is limited to 200. Buy your tickets early to
avoid disappointment 

READ MORE AND PURCHASE TICKETS

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://www.mcctoronto.com/hark/


Volunteers have always been at the heart of MCC Toronto. We would not be the strong,
inclusive and welcoming community we are, without the support and dedication of volunteers
who help support our Worship Services and our other public programs. Please click below to
review current volunteer opportunities at MCC Toronto.

PLEASE REGISTER HERE

MCC Toronto is enormously grateful for the support of over 300+ donors who contribute to
our work and mission through our monthly giving program.

Interested in joining our family of monthly donors? Contact giving@mcctoronto.com

Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

SUBMIT FORM HERE

On-line and In-person Programming
November 21 - 27

https://www.mcctoronto.com/volunteer/
mailto:mailtogiving@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/


Sunday:
9 AM - Onsite Sunday Service
11 AM - Onsite & Online Sunday Service
1 PM - Onsite & Online Celebration of Life Service

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)
7 PM - Online Membership Class

Sunday Digital Coffee Hour
Sunday | 1:00 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 828 3849 6709

Password: 797837

Sunday Service Worship
Online | 11 AM | MCC Toronto YouTube

Mid-Week Wednesday Worship |12 PM | Facebook Live

Share Us Digitally!

If you know of anyone who might be interested in anything we're doing at MCC Toronto
please invite them to join us digitally via the button below.

https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82838496709?pwd=SWp6K0VxY080Tk5TakwxNVpOWDhPUT09
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCCTorontoTV/live


SHARE THE QUERY HERE

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at
communications@mcctoronto.com
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