
Every Sunday morning in their lovely Oshawa home, adorned with hundreds of figurines and
collectables, Dorothy “Dot” McFarlane (right) and Lisa Knowlton (left) go about a typical



routine. Lisa wakes up at 9, takes a hot shower, makes a hearty breakfast for two, and puts
on her headphones to watch MCC Toronto's livestreaming Sunday Worship Service on her
tablet in their living room. Beside her, Dot watches the same Service on her phone because "I
like to watch it on my phone so that I can talk with everyone in the chatbox."
 
Sometimes, Dot and Lisa wake up super early on Sunday in order to make the long journey
into Toronto to attend one of our in-person Worship Services. That journey includes buses,
trains and streetcars.
 

***
Their 32-year friendship began when Dot lost both of her parents at the age of 23. From that
moment on Lisa's family "officially/unofficially adopted" her and they have been inseparable
since. "Dorothy is basically my step-sister" Lisa says excitedly. They have supported each
other through the years, in times good and bad, and have shared a home together since
1995. They also share two wonderful dogs, Riot and Bentley, who accompany them on their
journeys to MCC Toronto.
 
It was through their dogs that they met Joan and Jamie, a lesbian couple, and became
exposed to the many prejudices and barriers faced by the LGBTQ+ community. "We both
have a Baptist background, and so at the time we both followed the old mindset when it came
to acceptance of the LGBTQ+ community. But the more we got to know more members of
that community, the more we loved and respected them and that's how it all started” says Dot.
Vowing to fight the way churches talked and treated people who were LGBTQ+, they got
involved, attending local Pride events and protests against homophobia. It was through those
activities that they read about Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes and MCC Toronto and they attended
their first Church service where they met Brent and (the then) new Senior Pastor Jeff Rock.
 
"Since then, we've been stuck to MCC Toronto like glue. I have never felt so welcomed and
more at home. It's like I know everybody. We would be attending in-person Services every
Sunday if we lived closer " Lisa says. "Being part of MCC Toronto family, particularly over the
past year and a half, has really helped us cope.”
 
We at MCC Toronto are so grateful to have many wonderful congregants like Dot and Lisa,
and we are overjoyed that we can make them feel at home and welcomed. Thus with the
year-end fast approaching , we invite you to consider the many ways MCC Toronto has
responded to the needs of community members like Dot and Lisa.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR YEAR-END APPEAL

OR MAKE A GIFT TODAY

First Responders Appreciation Service

This Sunday at our 11 AM Celebration Service, MCC Toronto will pay tribute to First
Responders - including health care workers, emergency services, police and fire service
officers, paramedics, 911 call takers and victims services personnel - who give so much of
themselves to keep our families and our communities safe. Please join us in-person or online
for our First Responders Appreciation Service.

REMINDER: Pre-registration to attend our 9 and 11 M in-person Services is no longer
required. Instead, those over the age of 12 will be asked to show a Vaccine Passport QR
code OR proof of vaccination and complete an easy contact tracing form when they arrive.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Hark! Purchase Tickets or Volunteer

https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/respond-restore-renew/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg


Hark we said! And you responded!

Since announcing Hark! A Christmas Concert with The Choir of MCC Toronto &Special
Guests last Friday, tickets for the 3 & 7 PM performances have been selling like hotcakes!
Both performances are now over 50% sold!

Just a reminder that seating at each performance is limited to 200. Buy your tickets early to
avoid disappointment 

READ MORE AND PURCHASE TICKETS

OR join us an Event Volunteer!

We are seeking volunteers to assist in greeting and checking in guests at the two Hark!
performances. To register as a volunteer at either the 3 or 7 PM concert, click on the link
below.

To register please click on the link below!

PLEASE REGISTER HERE

Sunday Service Musical Guest

Shannon McCracken is our Offertory Performer this Sunday!

Shannon is a singer, actor, voice-over artist and teacher.  
Some of Shannon’s oratorio work includes Handel’s Messiah, Vivaldi’s Gloria, and
Bach’s Magnificat in D Major. As well as frequenting as a guest soloist for choirs and
orchestras, Shannon has been featured in cabarets at the Banff Centre, with New
Stages, and at the inaugural Women of Musical Theatre Festival in Toronto, and her recital
and concert work have taken her across Canada. 
On the stage, some of Shannon’s favourite credits include: Esme in the world premiere
of Buying the Farm (Port Stanley Festival Theatre); Galinda in Wicked; Amalia in She Loves
Me (CMTP); Oklahoma! and The Sound of Music (Port Hope Festival Theatre); and Barbarina
in The Marriage of Figaro (Opera Laurier).
 
Shannon teaches voice from her home studio in Peterborough, loves going for walks with her
dog, and is excited to be a part of MCC Toronto this week.

https://www.mcctoronto.com/hark/
https://www.mcctoronto.com/volunteer/


November 14 | 11 AM | MCC Toronto's YouTube Channel

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE ONLINE

Community Event: Trans Day of Remembrance
 November 20, 2021

Trans Day of Remembrance (TDoR) is November 20 and MCC Toronto will be
commemorating this solemn occasion at our Worship Services on November 21. Community
members are invited to participate in TDoR events being hosted by The 519.

Click on the link below to read more:

READ MORE

Join our last session of Our Quest for Meaning on Tuesday, November 16.

Some folks say life should be filled with happiness. Others say life should be full of prosperity
or peace or even fun. Whatever else we find to fill our lives, a good life is filled with meaning. 

How do we fill our lives with meaning? How might being engaged in a faith community like
MCC Toronto help us to find meaning? 

PLEASE NOTE: Our last session will be held on Tuesday, November 16, at 6 PM instead of
the usual 7 PM.

JOIN THIS MEETING

Meeting ID: 812 8872 0230
Passcode: 783528 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthe519.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6c46b3707461236c102d99951%26id%3D9179e560fa%26e%3D2535e44af9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C089c57434cf3412e329408d99fa4bc20%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637716352161880479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=y7ARqAfzctIPJ0qtZKJbg2g5yF2wD0UMrbcggHejTTo%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81288720230?pwd=aEo4ZHdPbXRuUmdMVGZMT3JjckZUdz09


MCC Toronto is enormously grateful for the support of over 300+ donors who contribute to
our work and mission through our monthly giving program.

Interested in joining our family of monthly donors? Contact giving@mcctoronto.com

Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

SUBMIT FORM HERE

On-line and In-person Programming
November 14 - 20

Sunday:
9 AM - Onsite Sunday Service
11 AM - Onsite & Online Sunday Service
1 PM - Onsite & Online Celebration of Life Service
7 PM - Inspiration Service Check-in 

Tuesday:
6 PM - Our Quest for Meaning

Wednesday:
Noon - Mid-Week Service 

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)
7 PM - Online Membership Class

mailto:mailtogiving@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/


Sunday Digital Coffee Hour
Sunday | 1:00 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 828 3849 6709

Password: 797837

Sunday Service Worship
Online | 11 AM | MCC Toronto YouTube

Mid-Week Wednesday Worship |12 PM | Facebook Live

Share Us Digitally!

If you know of anyone who might be interested in anything we're doing at MCC Toronto
please invite them to join us digitally via the button below.

SHARE THE QUERY HERE

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at
communications@mcctoronto.com

              

on behalf of MCC Toronto | 115 Simpson Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M4K 1A1 Canada

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}

Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82838496709?pwd=SWp6K0VxY080Tk5TakwxNVpOWDhPUT09
https://www.youtube.com/user/MCCTorontoTV/live
https://www.mcctoronto.com/#subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://twitter.com/mcctoronto/
https://www.instagram.com/mcctoronto/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mcc-toronto/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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