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You Are Invited!

For 29 years, MCC Toronto’s Church on Church has been a staple of Toronto’s Pride
weekend. It is a time and place to come together – in celebration, in solidarity, in worship, and
in seeking human rights for all. While this year’s Church on Church Pride Celebration Service
will be hosted online (again), you will want to be there! Our team has pulled out all the stops
and is serving you an online experience like no other!
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Together we will proclaim aloud we are "Unashamed & FIERCELY PROUD!" With a lesson
for life from Rev. Jeff Rock and the always popular Choir of MCC Toronto as well as special
musical guests m Mark Cassius, Kelly Holiff, Chilina Kennedy and Jacob MacInnis.And you
won't believe who we have introducing the Queen song "The Show Must Go On"! All are
welcome for this inclusive service!

Please consider making a special Pride offering in support of our work. You
can make your offering online by clicking on Make a Pride Offering from our

dropdown menu or contact giving@mcctoronto.com. 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE

Musical Guests for Church on Church

Mark Cassius
Mark Cassius is a concert and musical theatre artist. He is a
graduate of Sheridan College’s Music Theatre Program and is
presently working on a Masters degree in Music Composition
at York University.
He is highly recognized for his work as a member of the world-
renowned acapella group, The Nylons (1997–2005). On
Broadway, he has performed in Ragtime, the revivals of
Shenandoah (1989) and Jesus Christ Superstar (2012). Other
musical theatre credits include Cats (Canadian Premier), The
Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber In Concert, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (with Donny Osmond), Miss
Saigon, Showboat, and The Musical of Musicals (The Musical)
(Broadway World “Best Actor” nominee).

He has been featured at both the Shaw and the Stratford Festivals. At Stratford, the role of
“Mr. Magix” in My One and Only (2008), won him critical acclaim. He is a performance
instructor at the Randolph College for the Performing Arts and is completely dedicated to the
nurturing of the artist. Sharing at MCC Toronto is always a joy and an absolute blessing.
Follow him on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter @TheMarkCassius

Kelly Holiff 
Kelly is a theatre, cabaret and concert performer based in
Toronto. Some of Kelly's favourite moments as a performer
include touring with Colm Wilkinson as his special guest;
opening for President Bush and President Clinton; and being a
voice for The Heart and Stroke Foundation.

Selected theatre credits include Noises Off (Mayfield Theatre),
Captain Hook in Peter Pan (Neptune Theatre), Knishes and
Grits (Harold Green), Priscilla (Drayton), Aldonza in Man Of La
Mancha (Drayton), Uncovered (Musical Stage Company),
Ursula in The Little Mermaid (Drayton), Taking the A Train
(Soulpepper), Anne of Green Gables (Charlottetown), The
Sound of Music (Aquarius), and Hairspray (Capitol). 

Kelly loves singing with the wonderful folks at MCC Toronto and
is always grateful to be asked back with open arms. 

Chilina Kennedy

https://www.mcctoronto.com/donate/
mailto:giving@mcctoronto.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
https://twitter.com/TheMarkCassius
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recently played “Elle” in the one-woman play The Human Voice
(filmed for Toronto OIC) and starred as “Dina” in the International
Tour of The Band’s Visit opposite Sasson Gabay (Toronto
Theatre Critics’ Award). She recently starred as “Carole King” in
Beautiful – The Carole King Musical on Broadway (over 1200
performances) and as “Mary Magdalene” in Des McAnuff’s Jesus
Christ Superstar.

Off Broadway, she originated “Binky” in Stephen Trask and Peter
Yanowitz’s This Ain’t No Disco (Atlantic Theater Company) and
played “Sophie” in the first national tour of Mamma Mia! Film
credits include With Me (BravoFact, NY Shorts and Whistler Film
Festivals). She has also appeared as “Phoebe” in A Gentleman’s
Guide to Love and Murder (CT and San Diego Critics’ Circle
Nominations), “Evangeline” in Evangeline (original production and
album), “Philia” in Des McAnuff’s A Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to the Forum (Toronto/Mirvish), and Ross Petty’s

Pantomime The Little Mermaid (Toronto Theatre Critics’ Award).

Chilina has spent three seasons at the Stratford Festival, and three more at the Shaw
Festival; she also appeared in the world premiere of The Lord of the Rings (World Premiere
Mirvish/Toronto).

Chilina is currently developing Call It Love, a show that she composed and co-wrote with Eric
Holmes. She is also the Artistic Producer of Toronto’s Eclipse Theatre Company.
Her website is chilinakennedy.com.

Jacob MacInnis
Jacob MacInnis is a Toronto-based performer and visual artist.
After training for three years at Sheridan College’s Music Theatre
Performance Program, Jacob has gone on to entertain audiences
all over Turtle Island in countless musicals, concerts and
cabarets. In 2014 Jacob was nominated for a Dora Mavor-Moore
award, and won the Toronto Theatre Critics’ Award for best
supporting actor in a musical (James and the Giant Peach, YPT).

You can follow Jacob on Instagram @jacobmacinnis, check out
their visual art @jacobmacinnisart, or listen to their original music
on Spotify, Apple Music, or anywhere you listen.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN US FOR THIS SERVICE

We are enormously grateful to the following donors who made FIERCELY PROUD gifts in
honour of people in their lives with whom they are fiercely proud, and in support of MCC

http://www.chilinakennedy.com/
https://twitter.com/jacobmacinnis
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWZ0X8GueeznQR_vc392Fg
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Toronto’s work. Thank you! 
 

Ron Beben 
is Fiercely Proud of 

Bill Denison 
 

Brad Berg & Brian Rolfes 
in Memory of 

Two Fiercely Proud Mothers - Merrel & Deanie Berg 
 

Lori Boyce & Jennifer Alexander 
are Fiercely Proud of 

MCC Toronto staff, volunteers & congregants for their outstanding resilience, creativity,
passion & commitment to connect, engage & build community during the pandemic 

 
Anne Brayley & Nanette Sanson 

are Fiercely Proud of 
The incredible staff and volunteer teams at MCC Toronto 

 
Jane Craig & Linda Genser 

are Fiercely Proud of 
Revs. Jeff, Deana and June and Music Director Jason Jestadt for keeping us all connected

for the past 16 months 
 

Walter Donovan 
is Fiercely Proud of 

Eddie Whittle & Paulo Jones 
 

William Downey 
is Fiercely Proud of 

Stephen Park 
 

John R. Farrell 
is Fiercely Proud of 

My partner for running a half marathon 
 

Janet Fitzsimmons & Rev. Deana Dudley 
are Fiercely Proud of  

Rev. Sam Morris 
 

Andrew Fleming & Roger Keglevich 
are Fiercely Proud of 

Our MCC Toronto family 
  

Teresa Harvey 
is Fiercely Proud of 

Jason Jestadt & the wonderful Choir of MCC Toronto 
 

Lisa Landrey & Claire Lavoie 
are Fiercely Proud of 

Their niece Amanda for her always positive attitude working as an Early Childhood Educator
through the pandemic  

 
Joan Lowden & Susan Maddick 

are Fiercely Proud of 
MCC Toronto staff and volunteers and The Choir of MCC Toronto 

 
Catherine Meade 

is Fiercely Proud of 
Cathy Potts (Lt Col Potts) 
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Jim Robertson & Jim Scott 
are Fiercely Proud of 

Being part of a progressive Church and our wonderful Choir 
 

Rev. Jeff Rock 
is Fiercely Proud of Revs. Deana & June 

 
Bruce Walker 

is Fiercely Proud of 
Lloyd Simmons 

 
Wendy Willik 

is Fiercely Proud of 
Rev. June Joplin 

Anonymous
is Fiercely Proud of

Sandra Millar

CLICK HERE TO GIVE & JOIN OUR FIERCELY PROUD DONORS

Celebrating Our Retired (But Never Retiring) Board
Members

Last week at our Annual Congregational Business Meeting (ACBM), MCC Toronto welcomed
Lee Sef B. Moran and Sylvie Pelletier to our Board of Directors along with returning members
Andrew Fleming, Bradley Hickman, Joe Jamieson, Susan Leslie-Berkis, Bentley Springer and
Kevin Willcock. We also said goodbye to Lori Boyce and Lisa Chinnery, two retiring Board
members, who have each left an indelible mark on MCC Toronto. We asked two of their
Board colleagues to speak about their impact.

Lori has been an active MCC Toronto member since 1984 and has
enjoyed multiple Board terms, most recently from 2012 to 2021
where she served as Co-Chair (2017-2021). Lori met Jennifer
Alexander, MCC Toronto’s then Volunteer Coordinator, and they
married here at the Church on September 20, 2003. Aside from
spending more time with her grandkids, we expect Lori will be
spending even more time on the golf course!

“How best to describe Lori and her involvement at MCC
Toronto? She is deeply Christian in thoughts and deeds (aside from

the occasional swearing!), traits that have served her well as a congregant and board
member, and as the spouse of an active Choir member. Lori has been a consistent source of
insight and commitment in her role as Co-Chair which will be sorely missed particularly in the
areas of setting/developing policies and procedures. She also led forward-looking
governance and diversity and inclusion issues which have put MCC Toronto in the forefront. A
tireless advocate of gender balance on the Board and in positions of power Lori leaves us
with a legacy we should all espouse. While we are losing her as a Board member and Co-
Chair, we will continue gratefully to benefit from her presence as a friend and congregant for
many years to come.”

Andrew Fleming

Lisa and her partner Carina were drawn to MCC Toronto over 20 years
ago during the lead up to the first same sex wedding. Since that time,
Lisa and her family have been engaged congregants and members.

https://www.mcctoronto.com/donate/
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Their daughter Tia was baptized at MCC Toronto and enjoyed being part
of the Children's Ministry. A Board member from 2019 to 2021, Lisa was
active on the Board’s Engagement Committee. 

“Lisa has been a great Board colleague and a great friend to MCC
Toronto. In her Board capacity, she always raised thoughtful questions
that ensured we were not only taking the needs of the MCC Toronto
community into mind (every time!), but that we constantly engage in 2-
way communication of listening and adjusting as required. Lisa was an
awesome founding member of the Board’s Engagement Committee. And
of course, she walked the talk, by looking for ways to engage with Board

members on a personal level, from supporting the implementation of an engaging question at
the beginning of our meetings to being open to meet-ups so we could get to know each other
better, which I enjoyed. Her context was and still is a gift to the Board as she naturally
embodied the spirit of the MCC Toronto community, and is one that we’ll do our best to adopt,
especially as we come out of the COVID era. She will be missed.”

Bentley Springer 

Summer Book Study

MCC Toronto invites you to join us for a special six-week book study on Ibram X. Kendi's
book, "How to be Anti Racist", beginning July 6. The purpose of this book study is to read and
reflect on the concepts in the book, and to explore our own relationships to race, power and
privilege, and to deepen our capacity to interrupt racist behaviour when we encounter it. We
will consider how the concepts in Kendi's book play out in our lives and look at how anti-racist
action relates to Christian teachings. As the online class is being capped at 12 individuals,
please pre-register by July 2 to office@mcctoronto.com.

7 PM | July 6 to August 10 | On Zoom

LEARN MORE HERE

mailto:office@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/schedule/book-study/
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MCC Toronto is enormously grateful for the support of over 300+ donors who contribute to
our work and mission through our monthly giving program.

Interested in joining our family of monthly donors? Contact giving@mcctoronto.com

Do you or a congregant you know need emotional support? Financial assistance? Someone
to pray for them? A call from one of our Congregational Care Lay Ministers?
 
Please fill out a request form for yourself or for the individual you are requesting for.

SUBMIT FORM HERE

Digital Programming
June 27 - July 3

mailto:mailtogiving@mcctoronto.com
https://www.mcctoronto.com/care/
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Sunday:
11 AM - Church on Church Pride Celebration Service
11:45 AM - Digital Coffee Hour
7 PM - Inspiration Service Check-in

 Wednesday:
Noon - Mid-Week Service 

Thursday:
10:30 AM - Ever Wonder Group Discussion
(Email: everwonder@mcctoronto.com)

Wednesday Mid-Week Worship
Wednesday | Noon | Facebook Live

Sunday Inspiration Service Check-In
Sunday | 7 PM

ZOOM Link
Meeting ID: 823 5860 4082

Password: 464558

https://www.facebook.com/MCCToronto/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84458664477?pwd=MlU1OVdBZmVsS3lTMi8vTGhiRDNMdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82358604082?pwd=ZDNuU3Z5NUVFZGo5MXFnb2l3d0VSdz09


6/25/2021 Constant Contact

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/c852b772-37e1-43ad-a71e-5e239149c6fa 9/9

Sunday Service Worship
Online | 11 AM | MCC Toronto YouTube

Mid-Week Wednesday Worship |12 PM | Facebook Live

Share Us Digitally!

If you know of anyone who might be interested in anything we're doing at MCC Toronto
please invite them to join us digitally via the button below.

Share The Query Here

Questions? Comments? Inquires?
We'd love to hear from you!

Connect with us at
communications@mcctoronto.com
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