
Meetings / Events Today
Happiness Now Dialogue Group (ASE)
Main Office / 12:45: Soup 1:00 to 3:00pm Dialogue Group
Home Team Reception
Room 109 / 12:30pm to 2:00pm
Men’s Mini-Retreat
Sunday School Room / 12:30pm to 2:00pm
Refugee Peer Support Group
Triangle Classroom / 12:45pm to 1:45pm
Lector Auditions for Good Friday
Sanctuary / 1:00pm
Anointer/Server Ministry Potluck
Social Hall / 1:00pm to 3:30pm
Music Rehearsal - Sunday Evening Worship Service
Sanctuary / 4:00 to 6:00pm (Newcomers welcome.)
Sunday Evening Worship Service 
Sanctuary / 7:00pm (Band kicks off at 6:45pm.)

Meetings / Events This Week
Rainbow Toastmasters
Monday, Feb. 25 / Social Hall / 6:45pm
Happiness Now Dialogue Group (ASE)
Monday, Feb. 25 / Main Office / 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Pride & Joy Rehearsal
Monday, Feb. 25 / Sanctuary / 6:30pm to 9:00pm
Attitude of Gratitude (ASE)
Tuesday, Feb. 26 / Board Room / 6:30pm to 9:00pm
Happiness Now Dialogue Group (ASE)
Tuesday, Feb. 26 / Room 109 / 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Lector - Good Friday Rehearsal
Tuesday, Feb. 26 / Sanctuary / 7:00pm to 8:30pm
Creating a Life That Matters (ASE) Ritual Meal
Wednesday, Feb. 27 / Room 109 / 6:45pm to 9:00pm
The Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, Feb. 28 / Sanctuary&Social Hall / 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Creating the Life You Desire (ASE)
Thursday, Feb. 28 / Room 109 / 7:00pm to 8:15pm
Creating a Life That Matters (ASE) 
Friday, Feb. 28 / Room 109 / 6:45pm to 9:00pm
Rediscovering the Gospels (ASE)
Friday, Feb. 28 / Social Hall / 6:45pm to 8:45pm

HHeellllo ao annd wd weellccoomme e 
tto Mo MCCC TC Toorroonntto!o!
If you are visiting us for the very first time, we
extend a special welcome to you. Please feel 
welcome to participate as fully as you like in our service today. Even if
you have never been to MCC Toronto - or to any church - before, you
are welcome to come forward to share Communion. Please join us after
the service today in the Social Hall for a time of refreshment. 

One of our bedrock beliefs is that: "All life is a gift, and each life has a
purpose." All kinds of people come to MCC Toronto, and we look at
each person as a unique gift. We hope that through our worship and
celebration, adult spiritual education programs and other opportunities,
MCC Toronto can be a place where you deepen your sense of your
life's purpose as you continue on your spiritual journey.

And whether your journey brings you back to MCC Toronto next week or
sometime in the future, know that we are grateful you have joined us today.

Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes, C.M.
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February 24, 2008              

35th Anniversary of MCC Toronto …Celebrating our Past & Securing Our Future2008

WWe, as the entire congregation e, as the entire congregation 
of MCC Tof MCC Toronto are proud! oronto are proud! 

RevRev. Dr. Dr. Brent Hawkes. Brent Hawkes was invested 
this past Friday into the 

Order of CanadaOrder of Canada
by the Queen's representative.  

The Order of Canada is the country's 
highest civilian honourhighest civilian honour.

- Read article at wwwwww.365Gay.365Gay.com.com - 

- CPCPACAC will be showing the investiture - 
at 1:30 pm TTODAODAYY and then 
at 1:00am on February 25.
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MMoorr nniinng Og O ffffeerr ttoorr yy

GLAD - Gays Lesbians of GLAD - Gays Lesbians of African DescentAfrican Descent
Guided by integrity and the spirit of freedom.

GLAD was conceived by Patricia Koine in 2000 after participating in
the Self Expression and Leadership Program offered by Landmark
Education.  Patricia officially launched and implemented GLAD in the
Spring of March 2001 with the first Banner Painting event. GLAD was
created as an informal group with ambitions to validate and celebrate
the existence of continental queer Africans in Toronto, to create a
supportive community, and to participate actively in challenging and
engaging our African communities in addressing the impact and 
consequences of internalized and externalized homophobia, through
education, outreach and advocacy.  
Visit their website at www.gladtoronto.com.

P R O G R A M SP R O G R A M S && E V E N T S  T O D A YE V E N T S  T O D A Y

PARKING REMINDER!
Please do not park in a private parking spot in the lanes around the
church as this causes friction with our neighbours - naturally!  Also,
ensure you are careful of where and how you park. Especially with our
winter conditions, people turning into driveways/laneways need extra
space to turn.  This is critical to the safety and well-being of all those
attending church on Sundays and to our neighbour's right to our respect.

Room 109 / 12:30pm to 2:00pm
HOME TEAM RECEPTION
A few weeks ago, Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes announced that the church body
was commencing a new project: The Home Team Project.  Rev. Hawkes
encouraged newcomers to fill out an orange card found in the pew pocket
and to meet him at the side of the sanctuary.

The Home Team Project will help the community grow locally and globally.
This project focuses on engaging newcomers into the MCC Toronto
church community.

Once the orange welcome card is signed, newcomers are encouraged to
meet Brent or a representative from the Home Team. They will be given a
welcome package that will give a history of the church, a map of the build-
ing, contact numbers for staff and much more.

Once a month, the newcomers will be invited to a small reception where
they will get additional information about the church and ways they could 
get involved at MCC Toronto.  Our first reception is today!

We encourage you to invite your family and friends to experience how we
welcome them home.

Sunday School Room / 12:30pm to 2:00pm
MEN’S MINI-RETREAT
This a “warm-up event” for the men of MCC Toronto to gather, learn 
more about the retreat at the Mansfield Outdoor Centre Friday April 18 
to Sunday April 20.
Contact: MensRetreat@MCCToronto.com

Main Office / 12:45pm: Soup 1:00pm to 3:00pm Dialogue
HAPPINESS NOW! SERMON SERIES DIALOGUE GROUP (ASE)
During Lent MCC Toronto will be offering a sermon series based on the
book by Robert Holden, which offers a message of profound hope and
healing.  As in the past, we'll offer a number of drop-in Dialogue Groups
on various nights of the week, and one on Sunday afternoons!  The
Dialogue Groups will use the book, the Sunday Sermon, and supportive
scripture readings and a few thought-provoking questions as they delve
into conversation about the chapter topic. Lent runs from February 6th
through March 23rd.  Cost: $5 /session
Contact: ASE@MCCToronto.com

Triangle Classroom / 12:45pm to 1:45pm
REFUGEE PEER SUPPORT GROUP
If you are a refugee or know of a refugee please join us starting promptly
at 12:45pm.
Contact:  RefugeeTeam@MCCToronto.com

Social Hall / 1:00pm to 3:30pm
ANOINTER/SERVER POTLUCK
Thinking of joining the Anointer/Server Team.  Please join us at our
Potluck to get to know us.

( 4 1 6 )  4 0 6 - 6 2 2 8( 4 1 6 )  4 0 6 - 6 2 2 8
M C C  To r o n t o  . . . f o r  A L L p e o p l e .

WEDDINGSWEDDINGS
Bill Estey x 170 / BEstey@MCCToronto.com

FUNERALSFUNERALS
Sandra Millar x 114 / SMillar@MCCToronto.com

OCCASIONSOCCASIONS (rentals)(rentals)
David Sterritt x 101 / DSterritt@MCCToronto.com

Lessons for Life

February 10 The Search for Happiness
February 17 Image of God
February 24 Born Again
March 2 External Challenges
March 9 Internal Challenges
March 16 (Palm Sunday) What Did Jesus Do?
March 21 (Good Friday) Putting It Down
March 23 (Easter) Walk Into the Light



AAnngegell s os of tf thhe We Weeeekk

Angels of the week are all the members of B.E.A.T. 

Each week throughout Black History Month they brought us something
of interest, during service and even after in the Social Hall.

We appreciate all the hours of work that went into the presentations,
from poems to song and the market, plus our speaker.
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Sanctuary / 4:00 to 6:00pm
MUSIC REHEARSAL - SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Evening Worship Team welcomes all voices, especially 
sopranos and altos.  This is a fun, hard-working group that meets from 
4-6:00pm each Sunday before the 7pm service.  They perform a wide
and ever-expanding repertoire of Praise Song, Gospel and World Music.
If you enjoy singing, like to harmonize, and feel comfortable singing and
leading a congregation in worship, come to our 7pm service and/or con-
tact BStein@MCCToronto.com / (416) 406-6228 ext 215.

Sanctuary / 7:00pm
SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE 
Progressive worship with great music, anointing for healing, communion,
prayer partners. Team Preaching with Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes, 
and Rev. Jo Bell. 

AA NOTENOTE FROMFROM OUROUR VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER COORDINACOORDINATTOROR

What an exciting time in our church! I realize sometimes not everyone
knows all the activities that occur on a weekly basis. Here's a synopsis of
all the current activities.

o Adult Spiritual Education has launched their winter courses as well 
as starting book club groups for Happiness Now, currently part of the 
sermon series.

o Altar Guild team has included many new members.
o Anointers and Servers completed  a training session last week and 

on February 24 will  have a social to solidify their connections even 
further.

o B.E.A.T is wrapping up a wonderful month of sharing and celebrating 
black history month with the congregation.

o Choir taught the congregation a new song last week, "River"
o Decorating team is re-organizing the decorating bay.
o Drag n Angels is going co-ed.
o Home Team is holding it's first Welcome Home reception after service 

on February 24.
o Men's retreat sign up is full, with 50 attendees
o Pride Parade team have begun working on this years event with two 

new team leaders.
o Sunday Evening Ensemble has been singing together dutifully since 

May and new members are joining them.
o Team Leaders are involved in the first Leadership training 101.
o Thrift shop have received donations that are quite lovely
o Women's retreat team  have begun to plan for the next retreat as well 

as organizing a social  for their team members
o Worship Coordinator team is beginning training with some new members
o Beginning this week new volunteers will see their names under the 

slide title, "Blessing of Gifts". Please come forward after the offertory
is collected  to receive a blessing.

Would you like to get involved? There's a place for you here. Please
visit the VIP desk, or call Sandra Fontenelle. 

Sandra  Fontenelle
SFontenelle@MCCToronto.com / (416) 406-6228 ext. 126
Coordinator of Volunteer and Engagement

WWe Ce Caarre ae at Mt MCCC TC Toorroonnttoo
Are you interested in being part of a team of people who visit
members of our congregation unable to attend church for a 
period of time? Training is available.  Police checks may be
required.  To find out more, please contact Sandra Millar,  
Coordinator of Worship and Pastoral Care 
SMillar@MCCToronto.com

V O L U N T E E R I N G  V O L U N T E E R I N G  w i t hw i t h M C C  T o r o n t oM C C  T o r o n t o

VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION

PARTY

SPRING BREAK CHALLENGE!

...fun for the whole MCC Toronto family

ACTIVITIES!
GAMES!
ENTERTAINMENT!
FFOOOODD!!FFOOOODD!!
LICENCED!

... followed by our 
Palm Sunday Service 
at 7pm

SUNDAY, MARCH 16 from 4:40pm to 6:30pm



Let’Let’s Make “OURs Make “OUR HOUSE” a HomeHOUSE” a Home
The OUR HOUSE Team has stepped up to complete another much need-
ed project in the church building. The team led by Jarrowslav enclosed a
space discovered behind a sealed off wall in the Sunday school bathroom.
This room was a former coal chute which has a radiator and a blocked up
window. A dividing wall with a door was installed including some finishing
plaster work to make the space more useful and more pleasant for the very
young members of the congregation and their teachers to use. 

A more permanent space is being created for the OUR HOUSE Team
and some of the equipment it requires to make your church a safer and
more welcoming space to worship. Storage shelves and room to work on
specific projects is now being developed. Once completed the team will
have a safe place to organise and store its equipment. If you are replacing
a piece of woodworking machinery, plaster equipment or electrical tools
and would like to offer them to the team please contact OUR HOUSE team
leader Roy Dean (see contact information listed below) to make arrange-
ments. Only fully operational and complete equipment is requested.

Room #210 has been transformed and its conversion to a tech workshop
has begun. Bruce Davidson, our tech team leader has begun installing
and organising the computer equipment to better serve the churches inter-
nal computer needs. The room also offers space for a small staff kitchen.

The kitchen has suffered some water damage to its west wall over the
winter; it is reassuring to know that this damage was caused by a leaking
radiator on the second floor. This occurred when the boiler was having
repair work done to it. It will be attended to shortly when the finishing
details will be completed.

If you see something or know of something that could use your 
talents please contact the OUR HOUSE Team through the
Information Centre, Roy Dean (OurHouseTeam@MCCToronto.com)
or call(416) 406-6228 ext. 179.

THRIFTTHRIFT SHOPSHOP
The MCC Toronto Thrift shop is located on the balcony of the 
Social Hall is open Sundays between 10:00am and 1:00pm.  
All proceeds  from the donated merchandise go to support
Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto. During January, 2008,
the Thrift Shop was able to contribute $643.00 from sales ($160.75 per
week) to the Church.  January is traditionally a slow month.  This exceeds
the $541.00 that was contributed in January, 2007.  Our FASHION
CLEARANCE continues on the west side of the balcony.  Jeans, shorts,
and casual unisex pants (sweat and wind pants) are priced at $2.00 a
pair.  Dress pants, dresses and skirts are $5.00.  T-shirts, short sleeve
shirts and blouses, vests, hats, gloves, scarves, shoulder bags, and belts
are $2.00.  All styles of sweaters, long sleeve shirts, sport jackets, and
shoes/ boots are priced at $5.00.  Men's suits and spring weight outer-
wear sell for $10.00.  Winter-weight coats and jackets cost $20.00.  Ties
and socks are $1.00.  We currently have a good punch bowl set, a bread
making machine, and several nice table lamps in stock. Thank you for
your support!  Bring donations to the shop on Sundays or contact Louis
Bodnar for pick-up of larger gifts (Tel. 416-929-9513).  Weekday 
donations should be carried up to the top of the stairs to the left of the
stage in the Social Hall and deposited behind the green velvet curtains.
Call reception at side door to check whether staff are available to admit
you.  Please call in advance if you are dropping off larger items or 
a large quantity.
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E-Connections has been a huge success. 
Almost 700 congregants have signed up!  To receive your

weekly E-Connections visit www.MCCToronto.com.

E-MAIL: GO

P R O G R A M  U P D A T E SP R O G R A M  U P D A T E S

Think about Pride Week to get you through the bitter cold.  
Picture it ...a hot summer day ...you’ve just had a quick 

lunch on a nearby patio after having attended the uplifting 
MCC Toronto Pride Service at the South Stage.  You make 
your way over to Yonge Street to watch the Pride Parade 

delighted as the MCC Toronto float appears in all 
it’s magnificence sharing the news that truly - 

ALLALL AREARE WELCOMEWELCOME
here at MCC Toronto.  OR, better still ...you join in 

with all those representing MCC Toronto.

The MCC Toronto Pride Parade Team is underway with 
their plans to create another FABULOUS float this year.  
This year the team is co-chaired by Doug and Doreen.

Look forward to fundraising initiatives over coming weeks, 
including.... TICKETS to THEATRE PRODUCTIONS

at DISCOUNT PRICES!! WATCH FOR DETAILS

2008

P ROU D SUPPO RTER OF THIS WEEK’S  SOCIAL HOUR

AA Night at the OperaNight at the Opera
presents

with soloists from

Saturday, March 1 @ 8pm
Saint Luke’s United Church
353 Sherbourne Street at Carlton

Tickets in advance $15 “This Ain’t the Rosedale Library” (483 Church St.)
OR  from Orchestra members. $18 at the door.

hosted by Stuart Hamilton
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AA FEBRUARFEBRUARYY MESSAGEMESSAGE FROMFROM ANNEANNE BRABRAYLEYYLEY
Chair of the Congregational Giving CommitteeChair of the Congregational Giving Committee
What will you do with an extra day of your life?  We have a unique 
opportunity in this leap year, being given one more day.  I hope you have
a plan to make the most of it by doing something unique and memorable.
Perhaps you'll take it as a reward for yourself, or use it in service to 
others, or do absolutely nothing because you never get to do that! 

Whatever your choice, don't let the day go by without at least thinking of
what a gift this is and how you want to remember it. And if you have a
moment for good thoughts of MCC Toronto, well, we are blessed.   I 
wish you a happy, long month of February! 

STSTOCKS & SECURITIESOCKS & SECURITIES
Donate stocks/securities to the church and cut down on your income tax!

A gift of publicly traded securities can help you make a significant contri-
bution to MCC Toronto at a relatively low cost to you. Changes in the
2006 federal budget mean that by making a gift of securities to the
church, your taxable capital gain is eliminated.

For example, the privatization of BCE Inc., Canada's most widely held
stock, in 2008 means that shareholders will be required to sell their
shares.  If you hold BCE shares, you can eliminate some or all capital
gain taxes on this buyout by donating those shares-in-kind to MCC
Toronto prior to the buyout.

We recommend you discuss your gift intentions with your own financial,
legal, or tax advisor.  To make your gift of securities or for more information,
call Jong Foo at 416-406-6228 x 111 or email jfoo@mcctoronto.com 

HELPHELP MCCMCC TTORONTORONTOO RAISERAISE FUNDS FUNDS 
THROUGHTHROUGH YOURYOUR COMPCOMPANYANY
If you believe the organization you work for supports the spiritual or social
causes of MCC Toronto, give us a call to discuss the possibilities and
ways of asking your organization for support.  Call 416-406-6228 ext 111.

THANKTHANK YOU, JONG!YOU, JONG!
Last week we announced the resignation of Jong Foo as Development
Officer with MCC Toronto.  Jong has been given an excellent opportunity
to join the staff of the Canadian Red Cross as the Manager of Major Gifts
for the Toronto Office. 

Jong joined the MCC Toronto team back in April 2005, when the role of
Development Associate was created.  Over the past three years, Jong
has worked to grow and further develop our various fundraising pro-
grams, including Congregational Giving, Major Gifts, and External
Fundraising Events. He has seen us through the successful Growth
Campaign, Bowl-A-Thons, Golf Tournaments, Legal Fund events, thank-
you events, and offering calls at three Christmas Eve, Pride Days, the
Year-End Challenge, and other special services.  He has made an impor-
tant contribution to the growth of MCC Toronto, and will be missed by the
staff, the Board, and our congregation.

Please join us in thanking Jong for his contributions to MCC Toronto! 

BBuuililddiinng Bg Brr iiddgegess
MCC Toronto has become a very important part of the lives 
of many people.  We are able to play that role through the 
generosity of your financial support.  

As of December 31, you have given $603,426 through your
regular offerings.  Our year-to-date goal is $616,278.

2007 Offerings
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Thank you for being part of MCC Toronto, and sharing your
resources so that we may continue to build the souls of people
by meeting their needs, and to heal real human hurts through
the many ministries of our church.  Your abundant giving is
making a difference in peoples’ lives!

SSponsorponsor
- - AA - Day- Day

Birthdays, anniversaries and other special events are
excellent reasons to celebrate by sponsoring 

a day of MCC Toronto’s mortgage. 

Publish your celebration in Connections 
print and/or e-mail edition.

The church's mortgage payments are:
$170 per day / $1,190 per week / $5,170 per month

Contact Jong Foo
JFoo@MCCToronto,com, (416) 406-6228

Y O U RY O U R G I V I N GG I V I N G H E A R TH E A R T

CIRCLECIRCLE OFOF FRIENDSFRIENDS
.... is an avenue for friends outside of the congregation to support us 
financially so that we may carry on the mission and values of MCC
Toronto. These friends might not attend MCC Toronto regularly or at all,
but they might believe strongly in the social aspects of our mission and
thus want to help out and be kept informed of what we do. Brochures
may be found at the Information Centre or in the pews.  So get a few,
pass them on to friends and family that you think may be interested in
what we do!  Contact:  Jong Foo at (416) 406-6228 x 111
or JFoo@MCCToronto.com

2007 Offerings2007 Offerings
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For every mortgage originated
from this congregation, I will 
sponsor the church's mortgage
for a day.

Rainbow TRainbow Toastmastersoastmasters

Do you get "butterflies" in your stomach when you have to   
speak in public? RainbowToastmasters helps you get 
the butterflies in formation. Members learn by speaking to 
groups and working with others in a fun and supportive 
environment. 

www.rainbow.toastmastersclub.org

Get “Connections” by e-mail: visit www.mcctoronto.com

Planning a party at home or work?
Make it easy for yourself.  Call...

Have you thought about 

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING ININ CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS
(print and/or e-mail versions)?

Our print version is read by an average of 500 
congregants each week, and almost 700 have 

subscribed to our e-mail version.

For advertising details, please contact
(416) 406-6228 x 103 / SChristie@MCCToronto.com
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Change 4U2
Personal~Career~Relationship

Counselling
The greatest gift we can give to ourselves is

to enhance life and live each experience
with passion.  Let me support you in 

discovering your passion.

Stephen Westfall
(416) 827-7578

swestfall@change4u2.ca
www.Change4u2.ca

Get “Connections” by e-mail: visit www.mcctoronto.com

RecRecyycclle Ye Yoouur Ir Innk Ck Caarr trtr iiddgeges!s!
MCC Toronto has a Mission team that will sponsor refugees wishing to immigrate to Canada. To sponsor these refugees the
Mission Team must raise funds in case the refugee needs help during their first year here.

RWorld is teaming up with this Mission Team to help raise some of these needed funds and you can help. Collect empty
inkjet and toner cartridges and place them in the donation box at/near the Information Centre. Please place used cartridges
into the packaging that is provided with your new supply. 

Cartridges that are of interest to RWorld are original manufacturer cartridges.  For each usable cartridge collected, RWorld
will donate $1.00 and for each usable toner cartridge RWorld will donate $1.50 to the Refugee Sponsorship Mission Team. 

RWorld Toronto Centre / T.416.607.6351 / email brian.brenie@rworld.ca

Have you thought about 

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING ININ CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS
(print and/or e-mail versions)?

Our print version is read by an average of 500 
congregants each week, and almost 700 have 

subscribed to our e-mail version.

For advertising details, please contact
(416) 406-6228 x 103 / SChristie@MCCToronto.com



HHOOLLYYHHOOLLYY WWEEEEKK    WWEEEEKK    

PPaallmm  SSuunnddaayy  
March 16

9:00am and 11:00am Worship & Celebration

GGoooodd  FFrriiddaayy  
March 21

7:00pm Service 

EEaasstteerr  SSuunnddaayy  
March 23

6:00am Sunrise Service at Ashbridges Bay
MCC Toronto Easter Services

9:00am and 11:00am Worship & Celebration

Passover  Seder  Dinner  
Monday  -  April  21

6:30pm Seder Potluck

Share in the gifts of
Easter  Morning

Join us for our 
Sunrise  Service

overlooking the lake on 
Sunday March 23.
Ashbridges Bay

Gather in parking lot by 5:45am
Walk to the Service at 6:00am

Maps will be available at the Information Centre!  

&& PPAASSSSOOVVEERRPPAASSSSOOVVEERR


